Immanuel Lutheran Church
Easter Sunrise

March 31, 2024
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The congregation gathers in the cemetery.

(P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

(P) Sisters and brothers in Christ, through light and the Word, through water, bread and wine, we
proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, and await
Christ's coming again in glory. We come like the women to the tomb and see the light of the
fire shining in the darkness. We come searching for hope. This morning we gather by the new
light of a fire, but we come seeking God's eternal light found in the Savior of the world.

(P) We remember our loved ones whose mortal remains have been buried in this place and

whose spirits have already entered into the joy of the Lord. We look forward to the day when
all believers will be united at the throne of our resurrected Lord.

The Holy Gospel from St. Mark 15.42-47

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself
looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he learned from the
centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen
shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that
had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.

Blessing of the Paschal Candle

(P) May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our
hearts and minds.

(P) Let us pray. O God, You are like a refiner's fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your
faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those
who keep this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be



found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lighting of the Paschal Candle

(P) May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

(P} The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

(P) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.

LSB 461 - | Know That My Redeemer Lives

) #
1 T know that my Re - deem - er lives; What com-fort
2 He lives tri - um - phant from the grave; He lives e -
3 He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to
4 He lives to grant me rich sup - ply; He lives to
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this sweet sen - tence  gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
plead for me a - bove; He lives my hun - gry
guide me with His eye; He lives to com - fort
I 9 ﬁu — ] - I T T i |
@ — — 1 ] P — = o — T i i |
Il | & = 1 T = I I ] Il |
= 1 1 1 1 el N = 1 i |
.-) I — = I " e Oy
once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky;  He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
5 He lives to silence all my fears; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives to wipe away my tears; He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives all blessings to impart. He lives to bring me safely there.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to His name!

He lives and loves me to the end; He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing; Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. | know that my Redeemer lives



The congregation moves from the cemetery to the back of the sanctuary.

Holy Gospel is read from the back of the darkened sanctuary John 20:1-18

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with
the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and
went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back
to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the
tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the
head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” Having said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and | will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for | have not yet
ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘Il am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord” —and that he had said these things to her.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(P) Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The sanctuary lights are turned on as the congregation enters the sanctuary.



Hymn of Praise LSB 469 - Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n to-day!” Saints on carth and an- gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing werk is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell,
4 Lives a - gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is oer; Lol He sets in blood no more.
Death in wvain for-bids His  rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?
Sermon

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things

visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I« body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it,
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I« blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Who Should Commune?
In the Sacrament of the Altar
we receive, as Christ says, His
true body and His true blood
for the forgiveness of our
sins. Those who come to the
Lord’s Supper at this altar,
are those who: 1 Repent of
their sins, and earnestly seek
to live according to God’s
will. 2 Trust the Word of
Christ that His body and
blood are truly present and
received here forgiveness. 3
Confess the faith of the
Lutheran Church- Missouri
Synod, as a member of this
congregation or a member of
another LCMS congregation.
If you have questions about
our communion practice,
please speak to the pastor or
an elder.

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution

LSB 465 - Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the wvault of heav’'n re - sounds In
2E - ter - nal is the gift He brings, There -
30 fil  us, Lord, with daunt-less love; Set
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring And
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praisc of love that still a-bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed!
fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has tri - umphed!
heart and will on things a - bove That we con - quer
with the heav’n-ly bless-ed sing: “Christ has tri - umphed!
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He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs of  an - gels, loud and
He is liv - ing!” Now still He comes to give us
through Your tri - umph; Grant grace suf - fi - cient for life’s
Al - le-lu - ial” Be to the Fa - ther and our

0 | . .

; | E E ﬁ ] ][ ] {

LAY ! 1 * | | =‘ i }

d 1 1
clear! Re - peat their song of glo - ry
life And by His pres - ence  stills all
day That by our lives we tru - ly
Lord, To Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri-umphed!” Al-le
strife. Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing! Al-le
say: “Christ has tri-umphed! He is liv - ing!”  Al-le
Ged, All the glo - ry, nev - er end - ing! Al-le
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ln - ia, al -lg - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
Iu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - 1a!
Iu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
LSB 457 - Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
[ 9 i —— | i [T re—— I ]
= e E—— EEEPEEE o
[IAN3Y.S | | b [T
J & - - e ® =
1 Je - sus Christ is ris'n to - day, Al - le - ln - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which He en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ial
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Our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
Un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - Iu - ia!
Our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ial
Praisee - ter - nal as His love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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Who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - Iu ia!
Who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Iu ia!
Now a-bove the sky He’s king, Al - le - lu ia!
Praise Him, all ye heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu ia!
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Suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu ia!
Sin - ners to re-deem and save. Al - le - lu ia!
Where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu ia!
Fa - ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu ia!



LSB 480 - He's Risen, He's Risen
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1 He’s ris - en, He's ris - en, Christ Je - sus, the Lord;
2 The foe was tri - um - phant when on Cal-va - ry
3 But short was their tri - umph; the Sav - ior a - rose,
4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
5 Then sing your ho - san - nas and raise your glad voice;
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He o - pened death’s pris - on, thein - car - nate, true Word.
The Lord of cre - a - tion was nailed to the tree.
And death, hell, and Sa - tan He van - quished, His foes.
Christ rose, and now 0 - pen 1§ fair E - den’s door.
Pro - claim the blest ftid - ings that all may re - joice.
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Break forth, hosts of heav - en, in ju - bi- lant song
In Sa - tan’s do - main did the hosts shout and jeer,
The con - quer - ing Lord lifts His ban - ner on high;
For all our trans-gres - sions His blood does a - tone;
Laud, hon - or, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
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And earth, sea, and moun - tain their prais - es pro - long.
For Je - sus was slain, whom the e - vil ones fear
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nev - er-more die.
Re - deemed and for - giv - en, we now are His own.
With Fa - ther and Spir - it He ev - er shall reign.

Post-Communion Collect

(P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I~ give you peace.
Amen.

LSB 490 - Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won
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I Je - sus lives! The vic - t'ry’s won! Death no long-er can ap-
2 Je - sus lives! To Him the throne High a - bove all things is
3 Je - sus lives! For me He died, Hence will 1, to Je - sus
4 Je - sus lives! I know full well Noth - ing me from Him shall
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pall me; Je - sus lives! Death’s reign is done!
giv. - en. I shall go  where He is gone,
liv - ing, Pure in heart  and act a - bide,
sev - erL Nei - ther death  nor pow’rs of hell
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From the grave will Christ re - call me. Bright - er
Live and reign with Him in  heav - en. God is
Praise to Him and glo - ry giv - ing. All 1
Part me now from Christ for - ev - ern God will

scenes will then com-mence; This shall be my con - fi - dence.

faith - ful; doubt-ings, hence!  This shall be my con - fi - dence.
need God will dis - pense;  This shall be my con - fi - dence.
be my sure de - fense;  This shall be my con - fi - dence.

5 Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When | pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!
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